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A DIFFICULT QUESTION
A friend came to Gandhiji the other day and placed his dif-
ficulties before him. The Congress governments were being
warned not to trust the Muslims. The latter might act as
saboteurs and fifth columnists, Jinnah Saheb had congratulated
the Muslims of the non-Pakistan areas for their labours and
sacrifices which had made Pakistan a reality. Some members
of the Muslim League were openly saying that they would not
be content with the truncated Pakistan that had been secured.
Their eyes were on Delhi, Agra, Ajmer, Aligarh. Some even
dreamt of dominating the whole of India. It was a vain dream;
yet what guarantee was there that the Muslims in the Union
of India would not use their energies and influence towards
the realization of that dream'? Was it right on the part of the
Congress governments to take the risk of trusting them ?
Gandhiji's reply was clear and decisive. The Congress gov-
ernments could not discriminate against anyone on grounds of
religion. "My eldest son has often come to me saying, 1 will be
good in future. I will not touch wine.' I tell him, 'Though I do
not trust you, I shall give you a chance.' He has not been able
to keep to his word so far. Yet if he comes again, I will not turn
Mm out and I shall hope that he will be as good as his word,
until I know that he has come back only to deceive me. We
must trust the Muslims in the same way and, at the same time,
be vigilant.55
"But If we have suspicion in our minds, will it not be
reflected in our actions ? " asked the friend.
" No}" said Gandhiji. u You must not act on suspicion. Look
at the British. How much harm they have done to India! I
confess that I am not yet wholly free from suspicion. I wonder
if they can really change completely. I trust Lord Mountbatten.
The world cannot go on without trust. The minorities must
realize that they have to be loyal to the State under which they
live. If they prove unworthy, the State can take necessary
action. But you must not prejudge them. Why die before death ? "
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